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AMENDMENT 


Dear Sir: 

In response to ,he Office commumcation matied November 29, 2001, please amend the 

above application as follows: 
FN THE CLAIMS^ 

Please amend claim 1 as follows: 

, (amended) A table or counter mat having a composite sheet structure 
composing a non-slip backing layer; a top liquid absorbent textile surface for restmg cups, mugs 
' or glasses; and an intermediate stabilization layer joining the backing layer to the textile surface 
wherein the resultant mat is absorbent and readily able to be laundered. 

Please amend claim 4 as follows: 

4 (amended) A table or counter mat according to cla.m 3 wherein the nitrile 
rubber is in the range of less than 2 mm thick with a density of about 1000 grams per square 
meter. 

/Please amend claim 5 as follows: ; 

5. (twice amended) A table or counter mat according to claim 3 wherein the 
„, ct , hili7nti on laver comprises a heat curable material curable at temperatures greater 


